SOUTH SUDAN - GOD-LOVING PEOPLE///

After a lot of communication, Evangelist Schott was
finally able to travel to South Sudan for the first time.
The country is still marked by civil war, and conflicts
keep flaring up, even after the declaration of indepen-
dence in 2011. Although Aweil borders on Sudan, it is
one of the more peaceful areas of the country. Never-
theless, there is hardly a family that has not lost a
family member to the war. Many Christians were cruel-
ly tortured before being murdered by hostile Muslims.
The wounds run deep. Forgiveness does not come
easy. Bitterness is a problem, even among Christians.

As a result of years of conflict, there are many or-
phans in the country. South Sudan is a young country
with an underdeveloped infrastructure. The churches
are also quite young and the absence of fathers in the
country is felt. The great poverty cannot be over-
looked. People live in mud huts with thatched roofs or
in small grass huts. The people love God and are
hungry for Him. The Gospel can take root.

An Open Door

Evangelist Schott was invited to preach at a Gospel
meeting in Aweil, organized by local congregations,
as part of the Inter-Christian Council. On Satur-
day morning he and a delegation of pastors were

received personally by the
governor of the state of
Aweil, in his official res-
idence. They had good dis-
cussions and at the end
Daniel was allowed to pray
for the governor, who is a
professed Christian.

The governor came to
the Gospel meeting that
evening and officially wel-
comed the evangelist at
the opening ceremony. He
had made his contribution
to the Gospel meeting by
providing the field and the stage, free of charge. Know-
ing that South Sudan needs the Gospel, he publicly in-
vited the evangelist to come back and preach the
Gospel in more places. What a privilege and what an
opportunity for the region! The Gospel is the power of
God.

During his stay Daniel also got to know some influ-
ential Christian leaders. Hopefully even more can be
accomplished in South Sudan in the future. The doors
are wide open to the Gospel.







